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Office of the Mayor of Los Angeles, Karen Bass
Office of Councilmember Hugo Soto Martinez, CD13
StreetsLA / Bureau of Street Services

East Hollywood Business Improvement District (BID)
12/30/2022

To Mayor Karen Bass, Councilmember Hugo Soto Martinez, StreetsLA, and the East
Hollywood BID,

It was recently brought to the attention of the East Hollywood Neighborhood
Council that a series of obstructions were placed on Vermont Avenue, outside of the
LACC (Los Angeles Community College) Swap Meet, with the perceived intention to
make it harder for street vendors to set up their stands, and operate their businesses.

On October 13, 2022, it was reported that an illegal fence was erected, along with

unofficial and unauthorized anti-vending signs. While speculation over the origins of this
fence have not been confirmed, the news of this illegal and ill-meaning effort to block

the sidewalk vendors in the area echoed reports by community members of other
alleged independent efforts to harass and intimidate the vendors. While the fence and
signs were taken down, unfortunately, the obstructions did not stop there.

On December 19, 2022, only days before the Christmas holiday, the EHNC
received new reports from several community members that large boulders had been
placed in the LACC parking lot, where the Swap Meet is located. Through conversations
with the City, we were made aware of a request to place those boulders on the
sidewalk, where the vendors in question typically operate, as an alleged “beautification”
effort, and to close the street on Vermont Avenue in order to place them. We were told
that both requests had been denied by the City. Despite this assurance, only days after
both requests were denied, we were informed that independent action was taken, and
that the boulders had been placed on the sidewalk illegally, and without City approval.
We received video recordings of the violation taking place, as well as photos from


https://www.lataco.com/lacc-fence-street-vendors/
https://www.lataco.com/lacc-fence-street-vendors/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16LRRraxJrh4gg84_QqYUxKmKdR7DTd5E?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16GSuu4fyPukULYr3fGXHKgzsgUpgoDPd?usp=share_link

stakeholders and EHNC councilmembers of the boulders in place. It was later confirmed
that a city investigator was sent to the site of the offense, and issued a citation.

Street vending is an essential part of the cultural fabric of Los Angeles, and of
East Hollywood in particular. It is vital to the largely immigrant working families that
support themselves by feeding our community, and a major part of what makes our
neighborhood so special. These efforts, on behalf of independent actors, to deter street
and sidewalk vendors from conducting their business, are clear examples of the
harassment and intimidation that our neighborhood’s street vendors face on a regular
basis.

Last year, the East Hollywood Neighborhood Council voted to approve another
Letter of Support for our City’s street and sidewalk vendors. In it, we highlighted the
efforts of groups such as Inclusive Action for the City, Community Power Collective,
East LA Community Corporation, LA Street Vendor Campaign, and the broader street
vending community of Los Angeles, “to daylight the barriers that continue to exist in
legalizing street vending.” Among the changes that we encouraged to support and fully
integrate sidewalk vending into the small business economy, were the following:

e Maintain a moratorium on citations for unpermitted vending until permit
barriers are removed

e Reorient StreetsLA enforcement practices away from punitive law
enforcement and toward business facilitation

e Replace “No Vending Zones” with special vending districts

e Enhance small business support

Today, the EHNC looks to reaffirm that support for our neighborhood’s street and
sidewalk vendors, and to condemn the actions of independent actors that look to
obstruct and further inhibit the rights of street and sidewalk vendors, not just in East
Hollywood, but across the city.

We understand that the situation outside of the LACC Swap Meet is a nuanced
one, with many different perspectives that need to be taken into account. Local
ordinances must be reviewed and assessed for efficacy, and we will continue to speak
to vendors both inside and outside the Swap Meet, in an effort to find a solution that
suits everyone involved. However, independent efforts like the ones we have seen and
heard about, to disrupt the business of vendors through harassment and intimidation,
cannot and will not be condoned.

We understand that it is the City’s responsibility to hear the grievances of all
participants, and to offer a solution to the situation at hand. As such, we urge the City to
investigate this situation, and to report back within 30 days on a proposed plan to finally
resolve this issue. We also encourage the City to make further efforts to legalize street
vending, and remove unfair barriers that threaten the livelihoods of these vendors.

Our street vendors are an important part of our community, and we stand with
them in demanding their fair treatment and support.


https://www.easthollywood.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/EHNC-Removal-of-Remaining-Barriers-to-Street-Vending.pdf

We thank you for your time and consideration, and hope that you will take this
matter seriously.

Sincerely,

Andoni Elias Nava
East Hollywood Neighborhood Council President



