
 
 

 
Addressed to: 
LA County Supervisor Sheila Khuel 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
 
 
The EHNC board has received numerous complaints from EHNC residents regarding street 
vendors around the LACC campus, on Vermont Avenue, Melrose Avenue, Normal Street and 
Marathon Street.  One such complaint is from EHNC resident David Gebhard on October 2, 
2020. See attached.  
 
The reasons for the reduction in quality of life issues stems from several factors as explained 
below: 
 
The Los Angeles City College (LACC) Swap Meet has been closed since the second weekend 
of March, 2020, when all nonessential business were mandated to close due to the increasing 
pandemic numbers.  Since then, restaurants, gyms, retail stores, and even filming have been 
allowed to operate, provided they follow safety protocols.   
  
Understandably, school campuses are ordered to remain closed. However, it is critical to note 
that the Swap Meet is not located on the LACC Campus, but rather at the parking lot across 
the street from the campus…approximately 100 yards away from the closest point of the 
campus. Although the parking lot is property of LACC, student activity does not take place on 
this site, and since students are restricted from access to the campus for the foreseeable 
future, there is no student parking on this site either.  Most recently, LACC Foundation, which 
acts as the liaison for the film/tv industry, received notice that the County Department of Public 
Health is now allowing film crews to park in that same lot; in fact, the lot was used as a base 
camp for more than 150 cars and trucks for five days from September 25th to the 28th. This 
was permitted under the County Health Department’s rules based on film companies following 
health protocols that have been set by the County; ironically, the same health protocols that 
Newport Diversified (Newport), the company that actually operates the swap meet, follows at 
three other locations that they have been permitted to open in LA County for the past five 
months.  
  
Maintaining the closure of the LACC Swap Meet is posing greater and unnecessary risk 
implications to the surrounding community.  LACC and the LACC Foundation have received 
many complaints about the growing vending activity taking place outside the parking lot where 
there is absolutely no enforcement of COVID-19 safety protocols.  As Dr Ferrer mentioned 
during the public health call for Higher Education, the actions we take (or don’t take) “spills out 
into the communities surrounding campuses.”  The issues that have been created by this 



 
overflow are the direct result of the continued closure of the Swap Meet. Unlike the current 
situation with vendors having no direction as to how to operate, Newport ensures public safety 
by enforcing requirements that vendors and patrons follow all safety protocols as those used 
inside gyms, restaurants, and retail businesses.  In addition to managing the Swap Meet, 
Newport Diversified has, since 1998, maintained a positive relationship with the surrounding 
community by providing maintenance and weekly cleanup of the parking lot and surrounding 
streets, safety measures with hired security, and in monitoring any situations that may pose a 
potential risk to customers, vendors, community or  the college. It is also worth noting that a 
number of the vendors who would otherwise be operating ‘inside the fence’ where the Swap 
Meet is held, and following the protocols that Newport has in place are now part of the large 
group of vendors who are operating on the surrounding sidewalks without any enforcement of 
those protocols.  
  
We have been informed LACC and LACC Foundation have been in communication with 
representatives from the offices of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl (D-3), and Councilmember O’Farrell 
(CD 13), who are attempting to work with us to get the Swap Meet reopened in an attempt to 
address the current unacceptable situation for the residents surrounding the area. 
 
The East Hollywood Neighborhood Council supports LACC and the LACC Foundation’s efforts 
to reopen the LACC Swap Meet. The EHNC encourages the County Supervisor, the Mayor and 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell’s office for its efforts to expedite the safe reopening of the 
LACC Swap Meet.   
 
Your efforts would be greatly appreciated by both the Los Angeles City College, The LACC 
Foundation, the swap meet vendors  and most importantly our EHNC community residents that 
has been negatively impacted, economically and as a health hazard, by the results of the Swap 
Meet’s closure. 
  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions that you might have.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Nina Suarez 
President 
East Hollywood Neighborhood Council 
 

 

 



 

 

 


