MUSEUM OF NEON ART
LIGHT WALKS

EAST HOLLYWOOD
LIGHTS
Hollywood is known for glitz, glamour, and sparkling lights! But just a
few miles east of the Hollywood Walk of Fame, you'll find historic
theatres, trendy new retail shops, delicious eateries, and historic
residential spaces — all drawing you in with their glowing neon signs!
Let us take you on a neon illuminated journey in East Hollywood
where you'll explore both contemporary and historic neon signs.
Grab your bike or your favorite walking shoes and experience a
small glimpse of all the wonderful things East Hollywood has to offer!
If some signs are not lit, no worries! Take this opportunity to
appreciate intricate details such as the bends in the tubes (all neon
signs are softened by fire and bent by hand by skilled artisans), the
shape of the sign, or the paint on the sheet metal! Don't forget to
maintain a minimum of 6 feet between you and others!
Put on your face mask and let's head on our journey!
For the most up to date COVID-19 business hours, please give these
establishments a call or search online.
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Vista Theatre
4473 Sunset Dr
1923 Theatre
We’re lucky to have all the neon on the historic Vista
theatre lit! Vista opened in 1923 as a single screen
theatre, first called Bard's Hollywood Theatre. Designed
by architect Lewis A. Smith, the exterior was a Spanish
revival style; but by the time they were designing the
interior, King Tut's tomb was discovered and a new
interest in Egyptian Revival swept the nation, so the
interior pays homage to Egypt. The animated neon
marquee and the massive phosphor green neon sign
above the theatre are local favorites!

Right next to the Vista was the
neighborhood-loved Good Luck Bar,
established in 1995. In 2019, the Good Luck
Bar was evicted for a modern development
project which would include a boutique
hotel and a restaurant. The sign was stolen
by vandals, busted, and sadly returned to
the building owner in pieces. Although the
sign is no longer there, it's important to
honor the beloved dive bar in this guide.
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Caffe Vita
4459 Sunset Blvd
1995 business; East Hollywood loction opened in 2012
This Seattle-based coffee shop opened its East
Hollywood location in 2012. At Caffe Vita, it's easy to
stay caffeinated with a wide, delicious array of drip
coffees and espresso-based drinks. Visit
www.caffevita.com to purchase a bag of "WE GOT THIS
SEATTLE - COVID-19 Relief Blend" — they'll be donating
$2 from each bag sold to COVID-19 relief efforts! Look
closely at the neon sign of their logo and you'll notice the
various bends and steps it takes to create the different
motions for a single animated piece.

Supercool Creamery
4469 Sunset Dr
2011 business
Who doesn’t love ice cream? SuperCool Creamery is an
old school ice cream parlour that features hand-madeto-order ice cream. A neon ice cream cone is hung above
the entrance. The intricate details and the blend of colors
makes this a delectable neon treat! In 2011, Ben Fernebok
established his nitro-ice cream business in the local
farmers market. After gaining popularity with A-list
celebrities, Supercool Creamery opened its brick-andmortar store to continue dazzling ice cream enthusiasts
with a unique performance-based service for everyone's
enjoyment.

Wacko + Soap Plant + La Luz De Jesus
Gallery
4633 Hollywood Blvd
1971 Soap Plant; 1984 Wacko; 1986 La Luz De Jesus
Gallery
Since 1971, the family-run
Wacko + Soap Plant has been
offering Angelenos the best
one-stop shop for art, oddities,
books, novelties, and more! It's
hard to not stop and admire the
funky zig-zag neon border that
flashes around "WACKO." With
five different tubes for each
letter, there is no way one
could miss this sign. The
animated neon sign is perfectly
complemented by beautiful
murals around the building,
making it the perfect backdrop
for a quick photo! Just make
Photo by Ani Mnatsakanyan
sure to tag MONA and Wacko
when you post it online!
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Sweeney Todd’s Barbershop
4639 Hollywood Blvd
1922 business
Trust us — there are no demon
barbers of Fleet Street working
here! Sweeney Todd's Barber
Shop is Los Angeles’s only original
and continually run barber shop
since 1947. Staying true to its
midcentury aesthetic, Sweeney
Todd's lures in neon lovers with a
simple yet charming double sided
sign, complete with neon red
lettering and white phosphor
shears.
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Fatburger
1611 N Vermont Ave
1947 business
Founded in 1947 in Los Angeles, California, Fatburger is
committed to the vintage aesthetic. All their meals are madeto-order with fresh ingredients — including real ice cream for
their delicious milkshakes! Using pieces of scrap materials
from her partner who worked at a construction company,
Lovie Yancey opened up the first hamburger stand on
Western Avenue with only three stools. At that time, it was
called Mr. Fatburger. When she separated from her partner
in 1952, she dropped the “Mr.” from the name. The colors for
Fatburger’s neon sign are not accidental — the red ketchup
and yellow mustard inspired glow is meant to activate your
appetite for a delicious burger and fries!
“The name of the store was my idea, I
wanted to get across the idea of a big burger
with everything on it . . . a meal in itself.”
— Lovie Yancy
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Sarno’s Bakery / Pizza di Napoli
1710 N Vermont Ave # 103
1946 business; closed 2000
These historic signs might
be a little difficult to see,
and they are currently unlit,
but they need love! Sarno’s
Bakery and Sarno’s Pizza di Photo by Eric Lynxwiler
Napoli were two businesses
in one building; both businesses are gone, but the signs still
remain on the building. As you can see in the vintage photo,
these were not the establishment’s only neon signs. The
double sided Sarno's Bakery sign features a neon cake on
top decorated with once-animated birthday
candles. Sarno’s Bakery and Pizza di Napoli
were legacy businesses established by Italian
immigrants Umberto and Frances Sarno. East
Hollywood's diverse population flocked to
Sarno's for delicious sweet and savory Italian
eats. The space is currently Rockwell Table and
Stage. When businesses reopen, catch a jazz show featuring
Jeff Goldblum & the Mildred Snitzer Orchestra!
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1770 N Vermont Ave
1982 business
Established by Bill
Wyatt, a punk rocker
turned graphic
designer, Y-Que
offers clever,
tongue-in-cheek
merchandise with
political and pop
culture references.
Since 2008, Y-Que has been selling tees featuring the iconic
Silver Lake "Happy Foot, Sad Foot" sign, which he saved and
has on display in his Vermont shop. Y-Que is indeed a
wonderland — if the tees don't draw you into this amazing
space, then the neon sure will! Shop with them online to
purchase tees, face masks, and make sure to stop by when
the world reopens to see all their interior neon signs and the
beloved "Happy Foot, Sad Foot" sign!
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Hollymont Apartments
1771 N Vermont Ave
1930s residential building
Hollymont Apartments is a 1930s Gothic Revival Tudor
Revival style multi-family apartment. The phosphor green
neon sign is a new, but lovely addition to a local historic gem!

Los Feliz 3 Theater
1822 N Vermont Ave
1934 business
We’re concluding our tour at the Los Feliz 3, a historic theater
opened in 1934. The cursive lettering and neon elements on
the art deco theatre transport us back to a bygone era. Look
forward to catching a movie here in one of their three
screening rooms. Even the popcorn machine features neon!
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We explored East Hollywood’s delicious eateries, eccentricities,
barbers, evening entertainment, shops, and residential life,
beginning and concluding with two historic theatres.
Community support is crucial during difficult times — support local
businesses by purchasing gift cards and food/drinks to go.
We're all in this together!
This guide was curated, written, and designed by Ani
Mnatsakanyan, with edits by Eric Lynxwiler and Corrie Siegel.
Thank you for keeping MONA's lights shining bright during these
trying times. Help support MONA by donating, shopping our
webstore, or purchasing a gift certificate to our beloved Neon
Cruise. Visit www.neonmona.org to find out more.
MONA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, your donation is tax deductible.

Take a walk, ride your bike, jog and be in nature for exercise — just
keep at least six feet between you and others in the community.
Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
Cover your cough or sneeze.
Avoid touching your face.
Reduce the time you are around others outside the home, even when
at least six feet away.
Please wear a face covering while exercising in a neighborhood or a
shared area where others may be.
Visit https://corona-virus.la/faq for more info and COVID-19 updates.
216 S. Brand Blvd.
Glendale, CA 91204
818.696.2149
@museumofneonart

